[Photodynamic therapy of eyelid basalioma after topical administration of delta-aminolevulinic acid].
Delta-aminolevulinic acid (ALA) induced Protoporphyring IX photodynamic therapy (PDT) is a new method in the therapy of cutaneous malignancies. Topical application prevents photosensibilization of normal skin. Promising results in the treatment of superficial basal cell carcinomas have been reported. To evaluate the efficiency of this method in the therapy of basal cell carcinomas of the lid, 10 patients were treated by PDT 5 h after application of ALA. The lesions were irradiated by an argon-ion-laser-pumped dye laser at a wavelength of 630 or 635 nm and at cumulative radiant exposures of 50 and 100 J/cm2. After 5-8 weeks follow-up, the basal cell carcinomas were excised to assess histologic changes. In the first few days after PDT the lesions seemed clinically to regress, due to erythematous swelling, but after a few weeks all tumours showed the same configuration they had before irradiation. Histological examination revealed small areas of necrotic cells in all irradiated basal cell carcinomas, surrounded by residual tumour formations. The reason for the poor results may be limited penetration of ALA or light. Although ALA-induced Protoporphyrin-IX PDT is a promising approach in the therapy of dermal lesions, it is not yet an acceptable alternative method in the treatment of basal cell carcinomas of the lid.